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Over 66,000 members

Almost 800 pediatric cardiologists

Advocates for the care of children

Health care

American Academy of Pediatrics

Health care

Gun laws 

Suicide prevention

Pulse ox screening 

Sports screening



Section Of Cardiology and Cardiovascular Surgery 

(SOCCS) promotes the health of pediatric cardiology 

patients by prioritizing:

Providing optimal care

American Academy of Pediatrics

Providing optimal care

Developing research/policies 

Advocating on a local and national level

Life-long education 



American Academy of Pediatrics
SOCCS

Young Physician Leadership Alliance

PREP: Cardiology free for training fellows

$35,000 Research Fellowship Award 

(Children’s Heart Foundation)

$50,000 Pediatric Cardiomyopathy Research Award 

(Children’s Cardiomyopathy Foundation)

Mentorship

Research presentations at meeting

Interaction with “Founders”

Involvement on committees

Advocacy



Policy and Publications

Care of Children with Congenital Heart Defects 

Medical Home 

Syncope in the Very Young 

American Academy of Pediatrics
SOCCS

Prevention of Sudden Death in the Young: 

What the Primary Care Physician Should Know

Genetic Basis of Common Congenital and Inherited 

Heart Disease: A Guide for Pediatricians



Advancing public policy 

Congenital Heart Disease

Screening

Transparency 

Public reporting

American Academy of Pediatrics
SOCCS

Public reporting

Pediatric medical devices

Educational materials 

HealthyChildren.org



Children’s Heart Foundation Research Award

Pediatric cardiology code review 

ACC Population Health Retreat  

Congenital Heart Public Health Consortium

American Academy of Pediatrics
SOCCS

Congenital Heart Public Health Consortium

IMPAC Registry

Society of Pediatric Cardiology Training Program



SOCCS Annual Program

AAP Annual Meeting, Nov. 1-3, 2018

Research presentation 55

Symposiums 4 

Young Investigator Awards 3 Young Investigator Awards 3 

Program directors meeting 

Fellows workshop

Founder’s Award Jane Newberger, MD

Publication of abstracts in CHD Journal

2019 AAP Annual Meeting, in New Orleans



CHDs affect affects  1% or 40,000 in the US

Critical CHD accounts for 25 

No system to track CHD in the US

Background

No system to track CHD in the US

Over 2 million patients with CHD in US 

Researchers estimated that >50% are adults



CHD is a leading cause of birth defect-

associated death in infants 

4.2% of neonatal deaths are due to CHD

Background

Almost  half (48%) of the deaths due to 

CHDs occurred before 1 year of age 



Survival of infants with CHDs:

Severity of defect 

Age at diagnosed

How treated

Non-critical CHD survival 

97% one year 

Background

97% one year 

95% 18 years 

Critical CHD

75% one year 

69% 18 years 

Survival  for babies with critical CHDs are improving

1979-1993 67% survived to one year



In US, hospital costs for CHDs in 2004 was $1.4 
billion 

These cost skyrocketed to $1.9 billion in 2011 

For  insured patient in US, the “out of pocket: 
expenses exceed $23,000

Background

For  insured patient in US, the “out of pocket: 
expenses exceed $23,000

None of this accounts for affect on the GDP,  
lifestyle changes, emotional stress, and 
inability to return to work 





ACC/AHA Guidelines 



AAP Guidelines for Care of Children 

with Congenital Heart Disease



AHA Guidelines for Care of 

Children with Congenital Heart 

Disease



ACC Guidelines for Care of Children 

with Congenital Heart Disease



AAP Guidelines for Care of Children 

with Congenital Heart Disease

The Care of Children With Congenital Heart 

Disease in Their Primary Medical Home

M. Regina Lantin-Hermoso, MD, FAAP, FACC, a Stuart Berger, MD, FAAP, b 

Ami B. Bhatt, MD, FACC, c

Julia E. Richerson, MD, FAAP, d Robert Morrow, MD, FAAP, e Michael D. 

Freed, MD, FAAP, FACC, f

Robert H. Beekman III, MD, FAAP, FACC, g SECTION ON CARDIOLOGY, 
CARDIAC SURGERY





AAP Guidelines for Care 

of Children with CHD
• Very large organization

• Focused on the care of children and families

• Public health officers

Desires to be inclusiveDesires to be inclusive

• Establishing strict guidelines can be
• Exclusive

• Ridgid

• Often outdated



The AAP endorses the Intersocietal 

Accreditation Commission (IAC) for  

Echocardiography Laboratories

Echocardiography

ICAEL accreditation then assure pediatric 

echocardiography laboratory standards are 

met



Ensure high-quality care 

A board-certified pediatric cardiologist with  
additional training (or experience) in catheterization 
and interventional procedures

Director responsible for all aspects of 

Catheterization lab

Director responsible for all aspects of 

administration and function of the laboratory

Technicians trained in pediatric catheterization, 
staffing all procedures 



Promote high-quality outcomes

All pediatric cardiovascular centers should:

Participate in a regional health care 
network 

Quality

network 

Utilize modern information technology

Maintain adequate case volumes to 
achieve and demonstrate high-quality 
outcomes


